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Community-Wide Shuuraa Could Contribute to Nationwide Exchange 

 

Advocacy for a Nationwide Mutual Town Hall Community-wide Shuuraa Conference by our 
good brothers and sisters from American Muslim 360 deserves attention and response.  
Following the conference scheduled for August 15 – 17 of this year, we will learn whether or 
not there is enough steam to roll the engine.  It’s a historic calling for a meeting of the 
minds, not unlike other such forums such as those which gave Pan-Africanism its rise or Civil 
Rights its fire.  The only difference this time around for America is that this meeting has been 
called by Muslims of African descent, post Imaam W.D. Mohammed.  Secondly, there is no 
indication that the movement is lead by royalty or nobles, those being his close family 
members or his former, respected, ministerial deputies. 
 
Propagation and Proselytization  
The Shuuraa is bigger than any one person and promises to take into account more than one 
thought process or one set of ideas.  That’s the overall indication given, anyway.  I am 
especially interested in the topics thrown out such as the “circumstances we face in our 
communities,” “model Muslim community life in America,” “community productivity” and 
“internal social justice agenda.” 
 
It all sounds like music to the ears when one stops to consider that these are African-
descended Muslims doing the proposing.  It appears propagation and proselytization are the 
underlying urges.  In other words, to step out and better the Muslim’s position through 
active involvement. 
 
We have already seen examples of this.  Muslims engaged in governance projects, putting 
the “Is” in “laam” with rap and hip hop music, theater featuring sisters in modest, appealing 
dress, and other such conscious-driven efforts underway in several cities.  But, still, in order 
to produce more than just more talk, they need to know clearly what it is that they want to 
accomplish – and why.  Otherwise, Muslims will vent, and vent they will, over matters they 
have been venting over for the past century and a half.  That being freedom, justice, 
equality, and prosperity for Blacks in general, and Muslims in particular.  A big pow wow 
won’t heal these concerns, but what it can do is make the sores worse and re-open old 
wounds. 
 
I’m firmly of the opinion that Muslims need to do more to make a footprint in America. 
Islaam could use an identification that means more and does more to make a contribution to 
American life.  Muslim Believers feed from the Qur’aan, and from the life of those seen by 
the reasonable majority as having been rightly guided.  Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him (PBUH), being the first in this category, of course, followed by others 
throughout the centuries who have contributed to the good name and recognition of Allah, 
Most High.  The sitting establishment in  America (well-positioned individuals) needs to be 
engaged on Islaam’s views. 
 



 

 

Without quoting Al Qur’aan - and assuming that every Muslim already knows – let me 
remind ourselves that advocacy either leads others to agree, consent, or oppose.  Open 
defiance, resistance, and oppression of Believers will always turn out bad for the oppressors, 
so says Allah. 
 
What Needs Inclusion in Any Adopted Strategy 
If I understand the purpose of the Town Hall correctly, we’re saying that the fullest potential 
of Muslims isn’t being realized.  And that there is a desire to harness and solidify the talent, 
skills, and motivations of those who want a share in addressing the problems yet to be 
voiced publicly and widely.  Include a plan for engagement with that.  Without the 
painstaking details of connecting with like minds, building bridges, confronting barriers, and 
making alliances across the country, we’ll remain in the minor leagues.  Muslim American 
360’s call for wider participation under the planning umbrella raises hope because it’s a step 
in this direction. 
 
Our illustrious prophet, PBUH, engaged the leading nations of his time, Persia and Rome.  He 
told them of Islaam and his Mission, inviting and urging them to the Way of Peace.  By doing 
so, the position around him changed increasingly for the better.  Muslims of the time of 
Muhammad, and for intermittent periods thereafter, actively pushed their agenda.  This 
effort thereby raised their profile in the world and landed them leadership in centuries of 
progress.  Allah did it for them in response to what they did for themselves when trusting 
full well in His backing.  Effort in Allah’s Way unleashes His Will. 
 
Suggestions and Ideas 
Finally, I’d like to tell all who care to know that I have some ideas about the effort I’m 
advocating.  I would love to share my thoughts and compare them with anyone else willing 
to do the same.  Otherwise, my ideas and suggestions mean nothing more than a hill of 
beans, only slightly better than the aforementioned train that has no steam. 
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